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News from St. Mary’s, Tilston and St. Edith’s, Shocklach – February 2022
Just when we thought our churches were returning to normal, the Omicron variant of the Corona Virus
arrived. Understandably, elderly members were reluctant to join us for our Christmas services, which,
despite this variant, went ahead as normal, with reduced numbers in our congregations. The outdoor
Crib Service at St. Edith’s was the most well attended service (despite the unpleasant drizzly rain
throughout the service), perhaps reflecting the hesitancy to return to the actual church building. The
Carol Service at St. Mary’s was also well attended; this was, however, before the threat of the Omicron
variant became fully apparent.
The Archbishop of Canterbury gave us an encouraging press
release, stressing the need to keep services going as normal over
the Christmas period, emphasising that there was (and I quote)
‘very, very, very little evidence’ that churches were centres for the
transmission of the virus, citing the drafty, large open spaces in
churches, and the ability to safely socially distance, as deterrents to
the spread of the virus.
We are endeavouring to keep things going, as near to normal as possible, in the New Year, yet, at the
same time, remaining vigilant and cautious. We have returned to social distancing and the wearing of
face masks in church, to minimise the risk of catching the virus whilst attending church. We have,
however, put our Education Sunday All Age Service back from February to March due to the number of
cases of the Covid virus in our schools.
We will review our Easter services pattern next month but have already decided to introduce an Easter
Walk on Saturday 16th. April. Details to follow next month. Men’s Fellowship and a return to Bible
Study have, unfortunately, been put on hold.
Proverbs 3: 5-6 ‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek
his will in all you do, and he will direct your paths.’
We can approach the future with anxiety and negativity, or we can look forward to a future in which
we know God is still there, and will guide us; when, as Julian of Norwich tells us, ‘All
shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be exceedingly
well.’
We sincerely hope that a spirit of optimism will prevail in our communities
in 2022. New Year blessings to you all, Revd Tim and Revd Norma.
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Holy Communion
Ash Wednesday
Holy Communion

11.15 a.m. St. Edith’s
7.30 p.m. St. Mary’s

10.30 a.m. St. Mary’s

2 . March

6th. March

nd

27 . February

M = St. Mary’s

Morning Prayer
Holy Communion

11.15 a.m. St. Edith’s
9.45 a.m. St. Mary’s

th

20 . February

E = St. Edith’s

Psalm 51
Matthew 6:1-6,
16-21
t.b.c.

Exodus 34:29end
Luke 9:28-43a

Psalm 65
Luke 8:22-25

Jeremiah 17:510
Luke 6:17-26

t.b.c.

t.b.c.

Readings

x2 = both readings

All Age
Education Sunday
Joint Service

Holy Communion
All Age
Holy Communion

11.15 a.m. St. Edith’s
9.45 a.m. St. Mary’s

th

Holy Communion

9.45 a.m.

St. Mary’s

13th. February

All Age

11.15 a.m. St. Edith’s

Service
All Age

9.45 a.m.

6th. February

Church

St. Mary’s

Time

Date

Jill Farmer and Jo
Huxtable (M)

Wendy Gilpin (E)x2
Lizanne Reeves (M)
Gail Graham (M)
Jerry Mobbs (E)x2
Robin Travis (M)
Cressida Travis (M)

Lynn Lloyd and
Helena Johnson
(M)
St. Mary’s Prayer Rota see Viv Black

Helen Peel (E)x2
Viv Black (M)
Adrian Donovan
(M)
t.b.c.

n.a.

Cressida Travis
(M)

Jill Farmer (M)
Steve Farmer (M)

t.b.c.

t.b.c.

Readers

Cleaning and
Flowers
Jerry and Trish
Mobbs (E)
Nicola Bickley
and Ann Wright
(M)
Penny Hearn and
Su Tedham (M)

Services and Rotas – St. Mary’s, Tilston and St. Edith’s, Shocklach – February and early March 2022

Penny Hearn
and Su
Tedham
Cressida
Travis

Robins Travis

Stuart Walker

Penny
Honeyborne

Sides-people
(St. Mary’s)
Helena Johnson and girls

TILSTON WAR MEMORIAL HALL
We are pleased to say that the Hall is fully open again and although some Covid guidance & rules remain
in place, we are delighted to welcome back our regular users and also those who book the hall for
meetings and other special family events and parties.
The cost of keeping our village hall running and in good repair is around £1,000 a month and our funds
come entirely from the income generated from hiring out the hall. Apart from the usual cost of utilities
and cleaning, there are many legal obligations which have to be met to run a public building. Inspections
for electrical safety, portable appliance testing, fire extinguisher and boiler servicing, licence fees for the
bar & the playing of music are just a few and of course there is our rather hefty annual insurance
premium to cover the building, contents and public liability. The Hall Committee are grateful to the
Parish Council for their support and contribution towards our insurance, but that is the only external
funding we typically receive.
The current hall was built in 1976 and is starting to show signs of age in some areas. We are fortunate
that we have been able to fund the renovation of the main hall floor and also to repair the badly leaking
roof, but we now need to focus on the refurbishment of the toilets. Currently we are not able to fully
fund this work, as the hall has had very limited income during the pandemic, so our plan is to organise
some fund-raising events once the better weather is with us and people feel more comfortable meeting
up. We would be very grateful for your support for any events that are held, so watch this space!!
As a hall committee, we are proud of our facility and what it can offer to those in Tilston & Shocklach and
the wider community. The main hall has a stage area and LED mood lighting, two smaller meeting rooms,
a bar area and a fully equipped kitchen housing a commercial size cooker, plate warmer, dishwasher,
large fridge freezer and microwave. We have tables, chairs, cutlery, crockery and glasses for 100 people,
wi-fi and full disabled facilities. Why not take a look at our website www.tilstonvillagehall.co.uk to see
how the hall can be set up and used for so many different groups and events.
Tilston War Memorial Hall is a registered charity and
the Committee is made up of Trustees and committee
members – all of who are volunteers and generously
give their time to ensure the hall is in good repair and is
a welcoming
environment for all our visitors. We
are also very grateful to those who support the hall in
other ways with general maintenance and repairs, grass
cutting, etc to keep our costs down to a minimum.
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To give you a flavour of what goes on inside the hall, we have included information on the regular weekly
bookings and the contact details of those who organise them. If you would like more information on any
of the different classes and groups please call or email the named contact and they will be more than
happy to help. If you have never had the opportunity to see inside the village hall, we would be pleased
to show you round – please telephone 01829 250073 if you would like to arrange a visit.
The Committee welcome any feedback, both positive and constructive, that you may have on the
facilities. Please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Committee if you have any comments.
We look forward to welcoming you to our village hall very soon.
TWMH Management Committee

Bookings: bookings@tilstonvillagehall.co.uk 01829 250471
Website: www.tilstonvillagehall.co.uk
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TILSTON WAR MEMORIAL HALL
Regular weekly classes & groups
MONDAY

DETAILS

CONTACT

Mudlarks Youth Theatre

Age 5 - 7 from 3.30 - 4.15pm
Age 8 - 11 from 4.30 - 5.25pm
Booking required. £5 per session.
(Mondays, term time)
An inclusive, fun, drama group run
by an experienced theatre maker

Contact Ellen
01829 250117/ 07483896861 or email ellenedwinscott@yahoo.co.uk
to book a free taster session or for an informal chat.

Brownies & Guides

Brownies
6 -7.30pm Age 7-10 yrs.

Contact Helen Roberts - 07801 545707
Helenwynter47@gmail.com

Guides
6 -7.30pm Age 10 -14 yrs.
(Mondays in term time)

Contact Becky Croston - 07718 372760 Tilstonguides@gmail.com

TUESDAY
Badminton (Adults)

1.30 – 3.30pm

Contact Gail Graham
g.c.graham@btinternet.com

Yoga (2 classes)

6pm to 7.15pm
(Hatha Yoga)
7.30pm to 9pm
(Ashtanga Vinyasa Yoga)

Contact Heather on 07956 196993
email: bendityoga@btinternet.com

9.15 to 10.15am
Classes are £4, bookable on a weekly basis
A class for all abilities, working at
your level of fitness

Contact Mary on 07970 102464 or
email: mary@mprpt.co.uk

Revitalise Yoga

9.30 – 10.30am

Emily Moore School of
Dance

Ballet, Jazz and Tap for Primary
years
3.30pm – 4pm (Ballet)
4pm – 4.35pm (Jazz, Tap)

Contact Sally Toosey
sallytoosey@yahoo.com
Contact Emily on 07971 021366
email: emilymooreschoolofdance@gmail.com

Cardiofit Fitness Class

6.30 – 7.30pm
Classes are £4, bookable on a weekly basis
A mixed bag for the more energetic
– circuits, HIIT/LIIT, body weight
exercises and power aerobic work

Contact Mary on 07970 102464 or
email: mary@mprpt.co.uk

9.15 to 10.15am
Classes are £4, bookable on a weekly basis
A great way to have fun and exercise at the same time – all ages &
abilities welcome

Contact Mary on 07970 102464 or
email: mary@mprpt.co.uk

WEDNESDAY
Legs/Bottoms/Tums
Fitness Class

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
Dance Style Aerobics
Fitness Class (Adults)
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Mudlarks Youth Theatre is a weekly drama club for 5 - 11 year-olds, taking place at Tilston War

Memorial Hall. Classes are open to anyone, there is no audition process, and free taster sessions are
available at the start of every term.
All of our workshops are based on play, are creative, active and
(most importantly) fun. Each session starts with a physical and vocal warm-up and team games. We cover a wide range of skills in the
sessions, focusing on improvisation and ensemble storytelling, as
well as developing work for performance. Over the past two years
we have devised our own versions of fairy tales, had a go at writing
monologues, rehearsed the opening to Romeo and Juliet, and explored physical theatre.
This term the 8 - 11s group will be researching and writing a short
play about big questions. The 5 - 7s group will be working with
physical theatre and mime. And we are excited to be organizing our
first theatre trip!

Many young people come to the project because of the benefits it offers in building confidence, in public
speaking, and in learning skills for group work and co-operation. It’s also a great way to meet new friends
in the area!
‘I like drama because there are loads of fun games’ Siena
‘It makes my creative side come out!’ Martha
‘I like acting, and that’s why I come along’ Fraser
Classes are £5 p/week, and currently run on Monday evenings
in term time at 3.30pm (5 - 7s group) and 4.30pm (8 - 11s group)
If you would like to give Mudlarks a try, give Ellen a call on 01829 250 117/ 07483896861 or email
ellenedwinscott@yahoo.co.uk
Photographs by Amy Leather
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St Mary’s Bellringers
In these somewhat uncertain times, the best laid plans are always subject to last minute review and the
Christmas schedule of ringing for services was a good example of that!

Last month, we were looking forward to several events where we could show our abilities using the
largest and loudest instruments in the world to their greatest advantage, but Covid and Omicron
obviously wanted a quieter time!
We were really pleased that the Christmas Tree service went ahead, this was on Sunday 12 th December,
and we arranged a learners session on that afternoon for a couple of hours which was attended by Simon
Christian, the Chester Guide Ringing Master who had heard that we had a good set of learners and came
over to see for himself, and of course we pressed him into taking a rope and helping! After the practice,
we removed the ties from the bells and our learners all rang for the first time before a service, they all
did really well for a group who had only had a few weeks of teaching, but this certainly gave them a taste
of the future as it was the first time they had rung on “open” bells so all could hear.
A few days after this service (but not because of it I hasten to add!), our Tower Captain tested positive
and ended up isolating for 10 days, we had planned to ring before the “Carols at the Carden” event, but
this was another casualty of Covid-19. We tried to get together a band for the Carol Service, but other
things like holidays and family commitments conspired against us and sadly we were unable to ring for
this either, but I am pleased to say that we were able to raise a band for Christmas morning and Penny
and David were spurred into action for the first time for “real” Service Ringing!
As I am sure you will have heard, Tilston School celebrated 150 years since it opened on the 15 th January
and we had hoped that a band of ringers from the Ancient Society of College Youths, the oldest ringing
society in the country established in 1637, would be able to come and ring a peal at St Mary’s to
celebrate this, however the day before, yet again, Covid showed its hand and one of the members of the
band tested positive. They were going to ring 41 different methods without a break which would make
up 5040 individual changes, all from memory, it takes about 3 hours to complete with absolute
concentration required. They have rescheduled for the 29 th January so hopefully, by the time you read
this, you will have been wondering why the bells were ringing and now you know!
The next “Big” event we can see on the horizon is the
Queens Platinum Jubilee in June, so that is now a target
for a (predominately) Tilston band to ring a quarter peal
for the first time, it may seem like a long time away but I
am sure it will come along faster than we think so a plan is
formulating!
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As always, if you are 10 years of age or older and
have ever had a wish to see what the art of
bell-ringing is all about, then drop the Tower Captain
a line (Jill Farmer – 01829 250471 –
jill.farmer@elgihill.com ) and we can arrange a taster
session for you!

And your learning point for this month …
Campanology is the study of bells. It encompasses the technology of bells – how they are cast, tuned,
rung, and sounded – as well as the history, methods, and traditions of bell-ringing as an art.
And a final fact:
The heaviest bell known to exist in the world today is
the Russian Tsar Bell (also known as the Tsar
Kolokol III) on display on the grounds of the Moscow
Kremlin which weighs a staggering (pun intended!)
216 Tons

Until next time !
St Marys Bellringers
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The Re-casting of St. Mary’s Church Bells.

The item on the re-casting of St. Mary’s bronze church
bells in the December/January edition of the Reporter,
made interesting reading. Bronze, traditionally defined as
a copper-based alloy containing up to 10% tin, was
probably the first real ‘engineering’ material used in the
service of man and responsible for the onset of what
became known as the ‘bronze-age’ (circa 3000BCE). For
most applications the tin content was limited to 10- 12%
in order to retain its ease of working whilst giving good sound castings. A tin content above this figure
increased the hardness and stiffness of the alloy, whilst above 25% it risked becoming embrittled.
Subsequent development of the alloy over the centuries has resulted in many different types of bronze,
some of which have had the tin replaced by other metals as the major alloying element.
However, there is one bronze that has evolved specifically for the
manufacture of bells and certain musical instruments, known as ‘bell metal’.
This alloy has several derivatives created over time by different founders
trying to achieve an ideal combination between; ease of melting/casting,
quality (low porosity), long life, fatigue resistance, sound/tone and sound
duration (decay), in a quest to make the best bells. Most of these
requirements are best achieved by having a high tin content. During the
period 1150- 1750, bell metal had a tin content of between 7-14% and from 1750-1870 between 1015.5%. Over the period 1870-1950 the tin content had risen considerably to 15.5-20.86%. Currently in the
UK, bell metal usually contains between 23.2-25% tin, whilst in France it contains 26.5% and in Germany
between 22-26%. With modern casting techniques and a strict control on other minor alloying additions
these compositions now give high quality durable bronze bells with good tone and sound duration
properties. From the above, it is quite likely that in 1924 St. Mary’s 17th Century bronze church bells
would have been re-cast by the founder with a higher tin and controlled alloy content than the original to
give us the strong product and superior sound qualities to which we have now become accustomed.
Eric Pomfret
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On behalf of Bluebell Nursery, I would like to wish you all Happy New Year. We have certainly arrived
back to Bluebell Nursery in good spirits and ready to continue our learning journey. The children were
very excited to share their experiences of Christmas with us and we are all looking forward to a new
year with lots of exciting activities.
We began our new year with a look at the signs of Winter. We investgiated how
water freezes and what it turns to. We enjoyed finding out the answer by making ice sculptures. First we found a container and filled it with lots of different
objects. Then we added water and put it into the freezer. When the sculptures
were frozen we hung them onto the trees and watched what happened to them.

We thought they were extremely pretty glistening in the
sunshine.
This wasn’t the only ice we found in our classroom. One morning we walked in
to find some peas frozen in ice. We
were asked to free them as quickly as
we could using some of the tools that
were left for us. The children used the
salt to melt the ice and the tweezers to pick out the peas very
carefully. Now there are naughty peas on the loose in our
classroom getting up to mischief!

However, do not worry because we are learning to be superheroes and one
thing that superheroes do is save the day.
Do not forget to read next months reporter to see if our superheroes find
those peas!
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Fitness Is Fun
At Tilston War Memorial Hall
Notice on dates
There will be no classes on Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday, 23rd, 24th 25th February (half term). Classes
are back on March 2nd.

Mary
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“Save the Date”. A reminder of the Tilston and Stretton
Garden Trail, the weekend of June 11th/12th 2022

CHORLTON & CUDDINGTON WI
On the 5th January we welcomed our new
members and then challenged our brains
with a cryptic quiz where the answers
were either flowers or shrubs. It was
entertaining and some amusing answers
were suggested. To help us
recover we
then enjoyed Fizz and Cake. On the 2nd
February we will hear a talk from Melanie
Latham about "Chutney and Cheer". Our
March meeting will be on the 2nd when
the talk will be "From Crime to Crime" and
the competition "A Two Verse Rhyme on
Crime". On Saturday 5th March we are
holding a PRE-LOVED QUALITY CLOTHING
SALE. This will be in the WI Hall from
10.30am until 3.00pm, admission £3.00 to
include light refreshments. Our monthly
meetings now start at 2.00pm. Report by
Jean Sutton. For information on our WI
ring Eileen on 01948 770405.
Shocklach Gardening Group
Those of you who were at Sue Clarke’s talk in October may remember Tracy Jones who came to help
Sue and to hear her talk. Tracy is the Plant Heritage Coordinator for Cheshire, and also a Herbalist. She
will be our speaker at our next meeting on Monday 21 February 2022. Her topic is medicinal herbs
that we can all grow in our gardens along with some anecdotes and successes and of course the
possible dangers.
We meet for a 7:30 pm start in the W.I hall on Chorlton lane SY14 7EP and look forward to seeing you
there. Visitors are always welcome.
Information: Wendy Gilpin 01829 250413
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Children have come back to school at Shocklach Oviatt CE Primary in 2022 rested and renewed in energy. As Covid continues to present its challenges, we continue to provide the best education for all of
our children. As ever, the children are all enjoying their whole class, small group and individual work
both inside and outside. There is always so much going on at Shocklach! A walk around school invariably sees children beavering away with enthusiasm at exciting and challenging activities. This half term’s
focus is on the value of COURAGE so our worships will be based on this theme. We have thought about
having the courage to believe in ourselves and keep on going so that one step at a time we can achieve
our goals.

“For nothing is impossible with God” - Luke 1:37
Mrs Davies Executive Headteacher

It was an honour to do a reading at the carol
service at St Mary’s Tilston where our children
also sang beautifully.

We have representation of
Shocklach in the Schools Show
jumping Championships in
October! A Shocklach child has
qualified! What an amazing
achievement. Watch out for
those purple rosettes!
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All children are thriving in our Forest
School provision. Badgers have made
pulleys which launched logs into the
trees, learning about forces including
friction. They also built rafts to develop
their understanding of water resistance.
Using a compass in orienteering is
another skill that is currently being
developed. Meanwhile, Squirrels have
been making Motte and Bailey castles in
their sessions. Foxes love being outside
and are practising lots of addition using
natural materials - as well as just
enjoying the outdoors and using their
own creativity to learn. Learning
outdoors is such good fun, as well as
being memorable and good for
wellbeing.
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TILSTON WAR
MEMORIAL HALL
Located in the heart of the
village and available for hire,
with a large hall, two smaller meeting rooms, fully
equipped kitchen, licensed bar, state of the art lighting
and stage, the Village Hall is ideal for community, family,
corporate & public functions.
For bookings and further information please contact:
01829 250471 or
Email: bookings@tilstonvillagehall.co.uk
www.tilstonvillagehall.co.uk
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